NOT CRIMINALS.: <SPAN CLASS="HIT">CHINESE</SPAN> DEMAND REPEAL OF ...
Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Nov 19, 1892; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe

pg. 5

NOT CRIMINALS,

Chinese Demand Repeal of
Geary Act,

Tremont Temple the Scene of a
Mass Meating,

ong Chir Foo and Sam
Ping Lee Speak.

Dr. Miner and William Lloyd
Garrison Protest.

Petitions to be Circulated
Among the People.

“What crime has the Chinaman com-
witied that he shonld be so despised, that
he shou'd be castinto prison. that he should
ta fnarked and tagged and photcgraphed
like a convict?” was the question asked
1ast night in Tremont, Temple.

Under the auspices of the Chinese Equal
Rizhts League a mass mesting was held in
that great hall. and though the bad weather
kept the aitendance down there was’
earnestness and enthusinsm. _ '

A large part of the audience was made |
up of Chinamen, and a body of Chinese
merchants sat on the platform,

Rev, Dr. A. A. Miner presided, and In |
opening the meeting told what the Chinese
remaizmtion bill, better known as the Geary
act, is,

““What Yas color to do with instice?” be
asked.

“How i8 justice defended when a man
who came here 20 years ago, who has for-
Rotten the name of the ship in which he
came, who cannot remember the day he
landed, must furnish such a certificatoas 1
have spoken of?

"What is the cause of this oppression of
the Chinese race, the only one of allthe
races of the earth which is forbidden to
land here? Why are these peonle, peaceful
and industrious, driven from ,our Jand
which opens wido its arms to every other
nation? It is because a sand-lot orator,
who shall be nameloss on this platform to-
night, demanded 1t.”

Dr. Miner read an extract from Senator
Sherman’s speech in onposition to the Geary
act, with copiong comments,

"It 18 proposed to ticket and tag over
100,000 men, ke a lot of slaves and chat-
tels, and these men must never forget or
lose their tickets and tags, or they will be
instantly liable to arrest, imprisonment and
deportation from the country.”

XLy, Sam Finge Lee,
a prominent Chinese merchant ot Phila-
delohia, and prestdent of the Chinese Eausl
Riglits Leaue, was the first speaker futro- |
duaced. .

He is a .more tRan ordinarily handsome
Chinaman;® sinall, slight, straight aad
darker than the majority of his race famil-
iar to Boston. 1le speaks excellent English,
his sccent is so slight that every word is
clear, and he pronounces “his” “hees.” He
has much difficulty in sounding *'sh.” asin
*shall,” which he pronounces “sall, He
spoke with some hesitation, but was very
warmly received, and his speech’ was elo--
quent.

He said: ‘

“Allow me to call your attention to the \
fact that we are not hero to uphold Chinese ;
immigration, but_we are here to orotest
agninst the brand new slavery system,
better known as the inhmman Geary Chin-
eso registration act, I

“Such an unjust and cruel lawisa dts-
grace to the civilized world. Woulld yon
for one moment allow your sacred Consti-
tution and Declaration of Indebsndencs 1o’
be trodden down?

*But according to this monstrous ears !
act the declaration that all men were!
created aqual is reversed, and the Golden
Rule should be set aside. . |

)} yon are nor going 10 abolsh t))at‘
cruelly Chimiose registration act, thoe new
slavery system will be tn operation on the !
ath day of May, 1803. And every' China-
mann tbe Unmied Hiatea will be arrested
and sent to the penttentinties to work for |
the State for one year or less, becauso they i
were born on Chitnese sail,

Any one can readily see that this dls-
crinination is made for a purpose against
the Chinese from all the nations of the

world.

“This 13 the first attemnt of the Chinese
ta defend themselves against cruel outrages
in any country. The superlative brain and
eloquence of ourovponents render 1t DoCes-
sary for us to seek abler assistance outside
of our own circles,

*We are glad to find that the greas peoploe
of Boston have taken an active interest in
our canse. When loston takes an active
interest in any movement "1t goes.” It goes
not merely in Boston or Massachusstis, but
through the entire nation, A

“\We earnestly hope you will not give up
the ship until yau have won liberty for us
ag you won it for the negroes.”

Mr. Wong Chin Foo,

gecroetary of the Chinese .Equal Rights
League, was next introduced.

Heis well known as a journalist o con-
siderable experience {n New York city and
as a kaen, observant citlzen, for he has been
naturalized. and he burns under what he
ballaves to be a re of oppressi

SAM PING LEE.

and hastily adopted by the American Con-
¥ress, and signed by a Christian president,
in the United States. the Jand of hberty and
home of the oppressed of all nations.

‘Does 1t not and ought it not to discour-
age the most courageous heathen on earth?

"Thesama powars thatars trytug to make
us the dezraded slaves of America aro Low
LUrYIng S10wly bul suroly 10 benasters of
this graat reoublic. ‘Chey have already
swallowed the wreat city of Aew York and
nearly the entire State. .

“I'hie samo power thatis kicking azainst
Chinese wickedness §ils our jails and pen-
1entiaries with us devataes, .

“llereiaa {mrt of alist of the Chinese
criminals which 1 had the honor to look at
in a New Jersey iafl *diary” wome months
awo: Mr, Ah Dick O’Brien, Mr. Ah Patrick
Murphy, Mr, Ah Duu Lyons. murderers;
Ah Dennis O’Callahan, Ah Patrick O'Ruelly,
Ab Jereminh Croker ballot stuffers.

“1can give you hundreds of more such
bad Chinese whq_were careloss eunough to
got their nameginto Uncle Sam's free
boarding-houses. .

I have a good many very warm {riends
among the Irish Catholics. ‘Lhere are
great men and noble souls among them' as
among i other races, but [ blame these
good ones for not checking the career of
their bad brsthiren around them. R

“[ give them the credit for having so
muchintellectunl as well asphysical powers
over the balance of

The Intellectual Giants

of this great republic to be able to make
laws to suit themselves. -

“They have dome it now. They have
spent the nation’s t1me and money to down
amore handful of defenceless Chunamen.

~Yne noV)o and veneraVle Senator Sher-
mon and Representanive MHity, tho only two
great men among the euntire army of the
nation’s law makers whowere brave enough
1o stand up Jor thewr connlry’s honor, were
overwhelmed by the nation’s enemies,

“Nab e sons of niberty of Aassachusetts,
are you ready today torise up in thelr sup-
port, to rise uv 1n your might in the suoport
of the glorious constellation for which the
illustrious \Vaslungton and his fellow-
B.ﬂ.r:qls crossed tho 1cy Delaware, with

loeding feot, to stand up and defond those
glorious stars and stripes which are conse-
crated by the nrocious bfood of the herces
of Banker Hiil?

*That all men may bo equal upon the
soil of this glorious republic, that we may-
walk upon your streets withiout cost, that
weo may breathe the free atr of God without
it being a crime, that there may be no cast
ostablished within this reoublic, and no
form of slaverv ever to degrade the statute
books of this nation. , .

*“When this monstrous bill is repealed,
when the only blot upon the face of West-
ern civifization 1s remaved, the honor and
‘integrity of the nation will be saved, and
the glorious star-spangled banner will once
more tintter proudly above the nations of
the earth ay the only greatand glorious
republic on God’s footstool.” -

AMr. Willinm Lloyd Garclson
made an efoquent appeal for the rightsof
the Chinese. and bis words werae {requently
interrupted with avplause and hearty com.
mondation, I said:

“Twenty.seven years have passed since
the creat war fought for the nights of a de-
spised race was ended.

“*The principles vindicated embraced all
humanity. 3

“Ic seems an anachronism to be holding a
vublic meetinic 1n Boston, in 1892, to take
measures for the protection ol anotner per-
secuted and abused people within our gates.

*Only the question of color has changed.
In Massachusetts the black man no longer
needs to be defended, but the yellow man
from tho ancient nn_tion of arts and civiliza-
tion 15 crouching in our midst in fear of
Christian blows. .

“The State has reason to hangher head in
humiliation today. Six of her twelve roo.
resentatives in Congress today stand spon.
sors for the mfamg of the Geary act.

*If, in the unthinking heat of political
issuey, they forgot the dictates of humanitv,
let them re,g)ice that there is yet time for
atonement befors the expiration of thoair
term ot service. But the time is short and
the need for action pressing,

; *“Ine auitnde o the yichms )3 one of
sunF!ic:\uon. 3

““They ask, and with zood reason, why, of
all tho racesthatmake up this conglomerate
nation, they should _be singled out for ven-

He speaks clearly, rapidly and well, and
This English is as good as thayr of any
American college graduate.

He Is rather stout. looks prosperous, wore
a Prince Albert coat, striped trousers, 1s
cleap shaven, and has lns hair cut and
combed like that of any other Christian,

¢ said:

“Thank God there is one spot in this great
republic where 1t3 people are brave endush
to stand up for principle and for oppre~sed
humanity.

*Once more it is the fellow-citizens of the
noble Sumuer, the illustrious and immortal
Garrison. to bs in front. |

\Whenever the honor of the nation is at
stake. or the cause of human liberty is in-
volted, the noble sons' of Massachusetts
can always be depended upon to defend

them.

*\WWe have come hgfore you this evening,
ladies and gentlemen, not to advocate Chi-
nese 1muimgraligh. Nay, we have nothing
to do with the Chinese)n general. \Weare
here to plead for the 150,000 Chinese resi.
dents of the United States whose liberties
are threatenad, whose rights over thoir own
law{nl homes nre 10 boe W@WK-N away LY
tvrantsdmported upon American sol.

A hunired and By thourand humon
beings. iunocent of any crime, will be for-
orbly taken from_their havpy homes and
placed behind vrison bars, stmoly because
shey were born i China,

*On the 5th of, May wnext 150,000 law-
abiding and 1ndustrious civizens and resi-
dents of the United States will be made
State criminals, and every one ol them wil}
have Ius ]n]lctura taken for the national
rogues’ gallery.

‘L"Ehe families that"they have reared with
care, the homes that they have built by
Jong and weary years olr toil will be scat-
tered to the four winds and by onesing.s
blast of the cruol Geary California act every
honest man of this mighty 150.000 will be
made n pauper. a thousand times worse
than vaupers, They will become raging
mamacs if this act is carried out.

“They will be shipped like cattle out of
their baloved homes and from the country
which they have been tanght to love as:
thetr own and dvmped upon a foreigm
shore without friends, families or means of

upport. .
s "ggt ali this can be remedied, so say our
atleged friends. ‘DY obeying the law.

“\What do you call laws?

»To enact them for individual conven-
1ences. for the turture of defenceless weun,
and for party, and not public, interests to
dexrade national integrity and honor to the
lavel of low individual insigniticauge?
+"+Do you call such things jaws?

“Show me any race of men who are more
willing to obey the law than the (ninese.

“*Bus they must have and reason-
able Jaws, and laws which have the dignity
of laws.

"‘This monstrons new act of Californis,
which was quetly forcea w the ontire
pation by shrl?\:'id and unoriveipled poli- -
iciaus astonished us.
N “It more than astonished us, because we
had no reason 1o expect it fromsohigh a
source. SO great a nation, had such a cruel
s been established by either Russia,
ndia or even China, we would not have
{elt so deeply, but a moasure {00, cme..btoo
nhuman to be praeticed by the’ most bar-
barous people on earth. was so willinely

ance? Ara they degraded, drunken, idle,
Jaw delying? Whatever class  of people
there may which fits this description,
not one of those objections can truthfully
l;e urged against the Chinese in the Umted
States.

“*The single reason for selecting them to
outrage is their inability to defend them.
50:ves. -

~A disfranchised class is a helpless one.
In the game of politics, whero prejudices

WONG CHIN FO0O.

are potent in controlling votes, there is no
safety for citizens without the ballot. They
are safe game. .

“The leaus which callz this meeting,
with amoderation hardly to be commended,
does not ask that the law regarding linmi-
cration be allered.

“[t oidy prays that the Chinesa warkers
already bere may not ba listed and labelled,
photographed Jike eriminals for the rogue's
gallery, denied the right of habeas corpus,
forced to produce white witnesses—a sheey
impossibility —and that they mav nol Le
fresumed guilty and mada to prove thoir
innocence, in contravenilon ol accopied
jurisprudence and civilized ucage. -

“Thoy remind us that, as a_Christian
nation, we protess to behiove in the {ather-
hood of Gad and the brotherhiood of man,
and plead that they are human beinus,
‘They wonder at our societies for tha preven.
tion of cruelty to animals, and our national
indifference to the sufferings of fellow
creatures whom our religion declares aro
made 1n the iinaga of the Creator,

“Asa citizen of 2 State noble v tho annals
of freedom, I cannot escape a blush at
such base acquiescence in this _cruel
shame.. The memory of Vane and Ous
and the Adamses. of bumner and Androw
and Phillivs, who walked theso_streats and
left a= o legacy to their descendants an -
perishable love ot liberty, forbids us to e
silent in the presenco of such disgrace.

*Theinfamv must be erased,

*This_is no quesnon of a single race or
color. Yasterday it was the negro, today it
is the Chinaman, tomorrow it may be the
white American.

R *We but teach
Bleody instructions, which, baing taoght, retarn
To plague the inventor; this sven-handed justice
C \ \\\e"’ Stredt ol our p A chalice
To sur owun i{ps.”

“It is no excuse to goix\t to-the same dis-
regard of human obligatious in harbarous
nations abroad  The tragedy of Europe at
this noment centres in the hgare ol the
Russian Jew, exceeding in pathos Eugeno
Sue’s imaxinative Wanderer, for he had the
freedom of the earth at least over which to
mark his never-endinyr track. .
**We are shocked at Russia’s inhumanity,
while we 1itate her examvple. And yet
we ]stcnd missionaries to the heathen.
‘It 18

A !l(fule:t and Modificd Reguest®

that the Equal Rights Léagno profers.
‘They patition that their countrymen hav-
ing. in a majority of cases, come to this 1and
of liberty through the urgent reauest ot
Awmerican citizens and corporations, for
honest service in building the transcontin-
outal rallways and wmaking to blossom the
waste places of the Pacific coast,' may be
soared the treatmont of dogs.

“Were 1 2 Chinaman, my claim for equal-
ity should stop at no such narrosw Jimits, J
would demand nothing shortof the rights
and privilewes due a citizen of the world,
and I wanld scout as immoral the clatm of
any portion of manking to exclude mg from
an equal opportunmity 1n the pursuivof lite,
ltberty and happiness,

»The golden rufs came front the lins ot

Confucius beinre the advent of the founder !
of Christianity, and,, notwithstanding our |,

Chinese legislation, we shall continue to
read1in public the Declaration ot Indepen-
dence on the Fourth of July. Itis tima to
make our conduct square with our proles-
slons.

1 plead with the representatives of
Massachusetts for a reversal of their action.
1would romind Mr. O’Neil that, not long
ago, in this_community, 1t was the race
from which he is sprung that gathered to
itself the currout nrejudice and parsecu-
tion. ‘The Broad st. riot was a disgrace to
Boston, and membership 1n the Kuow-
nothing party has ceased to be a subject of
pleasant retrospect. -

“Mr. Williams hag performed loyal ser-

vice for tho State in ng brief term and has
urged upon us in hig racent campaign
speeches the dutly of foljowing wvripciple,
regardless of consequences. Will he not.
remembering hus lavse from the excellent
rule he incunleates, retrieve his record on the
Geary bill?
*'{ caunot think that so humane & man aa
Mr. Stevens, views without concern the
tarror his unthinking action has heloed to
crente. 1bec him to ovoea thae nobla wark
on Chinn of his friend and mneighoor,
ssamuel Johuson, and read that glowmg
chapter on thetreatment of the Chinesain
the United States. lts berusal cannot fail
W make him w.\%er to undo his work.

“Mr. Crosby has placed himself in the
samsacolumn. He rejoices in the name of
Democrat, but. unless Democracy means
that mizht makes right, and that the
weaker must be pashed to the wall by the
more powerful, he has diveredited the
name. 1 trust he also wili takea {resh view
of the situation and reconstruet his defini-
tion of Democracy.

*Mr. Randall represents a community,
which, in the days of siavery, was proud to
harbor fugitives from thoe South. The un.
derground rallroad had a busy station at
New Bedford. Itisamemory thatthe city
cherishes, Will it be proud of its repré-
sentaiive’s vote that proscribed another un.

fortgnate race? I ask Mr. Randall toput
himself {n the Chinaman’s place and look
at the question from that standvoint.

“And Mr, Walker represents the heart of
the Commonwealth, wiere the cryof out-
raged freedom never failed to tind a quick
response, Lot not Worcester county stand
sponsor for this hoodlum legislation. Tne
Gray Eacle should leave such quarry to the
vulture. 1t i3 mach better tocontinne to be

The DBird of Freedom,

“But, fgi]ow-cxtizuns, wiether our offend-
ing renfesentagives, sceing the crror of
their way, bringe forth fruits meet for repens
tance or not, a certam ducy rests upon as.

“It 18 to protect apd_belriend the helpless
peovle whose-<afety is napeniled. aud to
see Lo it that the hunor and goott name of
Massachusetts are upheld. \ta once detisd
the mandate of Nouth Carolina, and shall
wa at this later day obey the low Lichest of
Califernin?

“1f we do our duty bafore the appointed
month of May is here the Chinese resi.
dents amorg 18 may rest secure in thewr
malienable y'ghis, and we say ol the dear
Commonw ealtn.

Oace more thy strong miaternal aruia
Are ronind about thy ¢hildren fung,—
A lloness that guarnds her young.

"l have been nsked.” sald Mr, Garrison,
" to offer theve resolutinns to th s meelng.
and 1 hove there will not be an honast dis.
senting vo'ce iu the assemblage when they
are voted upon,”

Ho then read the following rec<olutions,
which were adopied by a_rising vote and
without one distenter, as Mr. Garrison had
boped:

The citlzens of Boston, in poblle meeting
asssmbled, renew thelr protest against the recent

) passage by Congress of the Chinese registration
,act, Known as the Geary bill, nnder which every
Chinese resfdent of- the United States is required on
| and after the 5th of May, 1893, 10 possess a certidl-
cata that he hna Dbeen 10 years resident in this
country.
" The conditions attached to this requirement ate
"tnfamons and degrading, humiliating to the victim
and A disgracz to the nation imposing them, Since
| she fug:tive slave 1aw ng such atrocious ehactinent
_has stained the statute Dooks of this country. As
Senator Sherman has declared, it violates all
h instinets &na d ds our plain treaty
, abligations with China.

The fnnocent aud law-ablding victirus who are
designated for thls persecution awalt the sober.
second thought of tho Amerenn Congress, The

_bill was hurried ihrough by reason of a supposed
party exigency, with no popular demand bLehind it

It cannot be poszitje thata peopie professing to

. be Christian can fn4iify such legisistlon. 'Ihe time
has arrived for a dispn2sionate conshieration of the
hasty edlet. The regtstration clanses should be tin-
nediately amsl nncoaditlonally repealed.

We call upon the present Massachuseits members
of Congresa 10 undo. Al the coming scssion, the
wrong for which a part of them are responsible, and
10 use thalr utmost effurts to secure the moditicatfon

} o5 3B AW and Ibe ex, mg of s dless and
nReniously cruel registravion {eatures. Ihls they
o%e, A8 fInAlter of fustice and merey, to the peace.
fnl, industrious and law.ablding psople who have
rinde thelr homs amongst ne. nnd to the fair famne
of the State, which hus suffered at the hands of its
npents

'] have recéived a large namber of let-
ters,” said Mr. Garnson, “heartlv mdors.
g this movement and offering the most
liberal encouragewent. 1can only look on
these as bemnse a hoveful sign, and 1 know
that the prominenco of the men and their
well-known attitude in defencn of the op-
vressad will be pleasine toall friends of this
cause.” -
He read letters from Bishop Brooks, Rev.
)r, Lorimer, Rev. Jobn Cuckson, Prof.
Thayer and Prof, Goodwin of Harvard, Wil-
Miam Endicott, Jr., Dr. A. P. Peahody of
- Harvard. Robert Treat Paine and Rev. Dr.
' Grifiis, .
., Iy had been proposed, said the chairman,
i to npnoint a committes ol citizens to cirgu-
late and secure slunatures to petitions for
therepeal of the Geary act. and by vote
of the meseting these sentlemen were ab.
oluted : George S, Hale, Robert ‘Treat
>aine, Rav. Charles F. Dole, Rev. William
Griflis, Rev. L. A. Banks, Archibald W.
Howe and William Lloyd Garrison.
Re‘\'. Loufs A. Banks

was introduced to add a word to what had
slready been said on this subject.

“1hiave very jutense and earuest convie.
vion on thls question,” he said. '

“1 was born in Oregon and was on the
Tacifio coasy mnany vears, 1 was there when

the first exclusion 1aw was passed. 1 wag
there at the time of the Chineae riots, and
served as a deputy marshal, 1 saw » Chi.
nese woman stoned and struck until she
was_bleeding. .

*Now, it is a fact that the Chinese did
not usk to come here. We went over to
their country and asked them toletusin.
‘They said no, that they had got along some
400G years very comforiably, ana they
guessed they didn't want anything to do
with us. But we wanted to trathic with

/them, andwe made them many promisss,
and they finally Jet usin and we brought
them hero.

“1 tetl yon ono thing, if the Chinesa had
been worth as much to the smm bling dens
and_tho saloons as other people from foreirn
iands were, washouid never have haard of
such a mass of ovpression.  But the Chineso
don’t drink, and they have no votes to cast,
and so they have been cast odt.”

Rov. George G, Lorimer dropped into tho
hall and was cailed to the platform, aud he
made an iinpassioned appeal for the imme-
diate rapeal of tho Geary act.

James L. Cole arose and said that he was
| not willing to rest on the rasolution offered
Vand ndogted by che gatheriug, eud le
 moved that a Tesolution-be adopted de.
; manding the revncal of the Chiness exciu-
sion act. The wiotion was secouded and
adonted without a dissenting vaice.

Mr. Cola then spoke at some length on
his motion. and declared that tho repre.
| sentatives ar Washmiton are bat the ser-
vants of the people at home, and that they
should obey orders beiter than they some-
times do, [his meeting was an order from
the people of Massachusetts to do their part
in revealing the infamous Geary act, and he
hoped that they would obey instructions,

Hagop Hogigian arose and said thatin all
the oppressive history of Turkey, the coun-
try of his nativity, there had never been
put upon any of hor peovle such abuse as
the Cliinese have known in this conntry,

Rev. Mr. Dole arose in his placo in the
centre af the hall and said a word of un-
couragement to tha Chinese. Dr, Miner
tbanked the audience for its attention, and
the meeting was ended.

While the speaking was in progressblapk
petitions had been circulated 1n the hall for
Signatures, and when these ware collected

after the meoting 1t was tound that several
hundred names had been added to the list
of those who deern the (Geary act wrongful.

Among the prominent men who bhave
already signed 4 petation {or the tapenl ol

the act are theso:

Rev Minot J Savage

Tev Wnham Ellot Grifiis
tiev George C Lorimer
Rav John Cuchson

ey Thtliips Rrooks

Rev Charles Follen Leo
Willam Endicott, Jdr
Edwin D Mead

Rev Robert Macdonald
YRev Henry Poor Perkina
fev Willlam Shaw

Rev S H Hayes

Rev Charles F Dole
ey A J Gordon

Rav E L Rexford

Rev Willtum G Bahoock
William H Baldwin
William I Richards
John Ritchie

Darwin E Waras
Alexanaer 11 Rice
Willinin G Benadiet
James R Carret
Rev Chartles E ¥oay
George Ripley

Rev Ramuoel May
Rev Fred BB Allen
A A Burrage

Amos W Stetson
Richard C Eomphrers
bamuel B Capan
Rev I’ercy Browne
Rev C A Bartol
George A Dar.
TRobert Treat Patne
ProfJ B Thayer
Rev A P Peabody
I'rof W W Goodwin
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